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Mariner Community Campus project kicks off

Sno-Isle, Sen. Liias, other community leaders partner

By Brandon Guslafson | Oct 31, 2018
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1: Mariner Community Campus
partners pose with the check from the
Washington state legislature. Sen.
Marko Liias, D-Mukilteo, had the idea
for the Community Campus after
visiting the Sno-Isle Mariner Library,
and secured the $322,000 in state funds.

Local community leaders gathered at
the Sno-Isle Mariner Library on
Monday, Oct. 29, for the launch of the
Mariner Community Campus project.
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The Mariner Community Campus project was created by state Sen. Marko Liias, D-
Mukilteo, after he visited the Mariner Library and said he saw how important it was to the
community.

Liias has been the state Senator for the 2 1st Legislative District since 2014 and is up for re-
election Nov. 6. His opponent is Republican Mario Lotmore, a Mukilteo resident.

The project, in addition to Sno-Isle, has 18 service providers and funders in the area: Bays
& Girls Clubs of Snohomish County, Community Transit, Economic Alliance Snohomish
County, Edmonds Community College, Everett Community College, Greater Foundation
Snohomish County, Snohomish County officials, the Mukilteo School District, Snohomish
Health District, Snohomish STEM Network, the state of Washington, United Way
Snohomish County, Volunteers of America Western Washington, Washington State Family
and Community Engagement Trust, WSU — North Puget Sound Everett, and YMCA of
Snohomish County.

Liias told the partners that he wants to create a permanent public-private partnership that
would build a safe and accessible community campus, provide a community benefit that
meets the needs of all residents, and support the Mariner area through services and
amenities that reinforce a strong community and healthy families.

To get the project off the ground, Liias allotted $322,000 in state funds from the state’s
capital budget during the 2018 state legislative session.

Sno-Isle Libraries Executive Director Jonalyn Woolf-Ivory said she is proud of the Mariner
Library and what it means to the Mariner community.
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“This one really has a special spot in my heart,” she said. “The community has really
greeted the library here with open arms.”, and since our doors opened just about two years
ago, over 100,000 visits have happened within this building.”

Woolf-Ivory said she’s excited to see the beginning of the project begin with the funding
from Liias and the state legislature.

“Today, we’re here to launch a new set of conversations around the needs of our residents,
and create a new community vision that requires local community members to work closely
with local organizations. I believe these conversations will lead to a clear undetstanding of
the services and infrastructure that is essential for the Mariner community.”

Liias said he was proud to be part of the project, especially as he is a graduate of the
Mukilteo School District.

“I have loved this community and lived in this community my whole life, and as it’s
changed and grown and developed,” Liias said, “I think we’ve all seen that there really is a
vibrant community here, but one that lacks the community assets and resources that bring
people together and create safe and healthy communities, particularly for our young people
who are growing up.”

Liias said he’s had a desire to increase resources in the Mariner area for a long time, and the
Mariner Library was the perfect opportunity to make that a reality.

“When I saw the library here, T thought this could be the pertect nucleus for a beautiful
community institution that we could build around,” he said.

Mariner High School principal Nate DuChesne didn’t have to venture far from his office at
Mariner High School to be a part of the event, and was happy to see Mariner students at the
library.

“We have a lot of students that come here. We have a lot of after school programs at
Mariner, but this is a great resource for them as well, so we really appreciate this,” he said.

DuChesne spoke on the difficuliies of being located in unincorporated Snohomish County
in regards to access to resources for his students.

“It makes it challenging to create that community feel,” he said. “Mariner High School has
been somewhat of a hub for the community, but having an extension of this program, the
Mariner Community Project, is exciting news for us.”

DuChesene said he spoke for both Mariner and the Mukilteo School District as a whole in
saying they’re eager to see the project unfold.

“We’re excited to partner in this and we want to do whatevet we can to make this a reality,”
he said.

Other speakers included Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers, Snohomish County
Council Chair Stephanie Wright, Sno-Isle Libraries Board President Marti Anamosa,
Everett Community College President David Beyer, and Adie Simmons, founder of the
Washington Family Engagement Trust.

Also in attendance were Mukilteo School District Superintendent Marci Larsen, Edmonds
Community College President Amit Singh, and Boys & Girls Club of Snohomish County
Executive Director Bill Tsoukalas.

For more information on the project, visit marinercommunity.org.
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