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BOH Code Changes: Part 1
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Quick EH Organizational Refresher
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Board of Health Code Layout  

Organized into Titles  Divisions  Chapters  Sections

• Title 1: General Provisions
• Title 2: Health & Safety    
• Title 3: Public Services 
• Title 4: Water
• Title 5: Wastewater

 Regulates EH work

 Very little intersection with 
Prevention Services 

• Currently only have legal enforcement authority through 
District’s code via ILA with Snohomish County.

• District cannot dissolve until Department has its own code.
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Why are we adopting new code?

Paymentsjournal.com
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• Starting with District Code.

• Removing redundancies, circular references, old 
references, things that don’t make sense, things that give 
attorneys heartburn, things we can’t live with…

• Changing all references to “district” to read “department” 
instead.

• Updating a few definitions for clarity.
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How are we making this new code?
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Product of Phase 1

Old district 
code

+/- essential 
edits

= NEW 
DEPARTMENT 

CODE
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New Department 
Code

•BOH work sessions
•Public comment
•Comparisons with other 

LHJ’s
•Legal review
•New work and new 

direction

Thorough code 
revision process

Much better new 
Department Code
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Plans for Phase 2

Clipartbest.comScience4fun.info

• We have to make it!

• Once Phase 1 is adopted, spend November & December 
(and beyond?) developing a work plan.

• Determine first title for revision.

• Develop list of stakeholders and stakeholder groups for 
engagement.

• Work with BOH on desired engagement.
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Work Plan for Phase 2
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Phase 1 Code Adoption Progress 

• Code Review & Research
• Identifying Code Adoption 

Process
• Code Update Working 

Sessions with Environmental 
Health Leadership

February-May 2023

• Prosecuting Attorney Review  
• Hearing Examiner Review
• Present Code Changes to 

Stakeholder Groups 
• Present Code Changes to 

Board of Health (multiple 
presentations covering 
different Titles) 

• Final Review by Environmental 
Health and Sr. Leadership

• Code Presented to Board of 
Health

• Code Adopted by Board of 
Health 

May – September 2023 September – October 2023

Anticipated Project Timeline
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Code Changes Presentation Schedule

• Title 2, Health & Safety
• Title 3, Public Services 

June

• Title 2, Health & Safety
• Food Safety

• Title 4, Water
• Swimming Pools  
• Drinking Water

• Title 5, Wastewater 

• Title 1, General Provisions 

July August
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Questions before we dive in?
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What’s in Title 2 and Who Uses It? 

Divisions EH Section Program Areas 

I. General Sanitation Safe 
Environments 

• Nuisance Property Complaints
• Illicit Sewage Discharge Complaints

II. Solid Waste Safe 
Environments 

• Solid Waste Facilities 
• Solid Waste Complaints
• Landfill Closures 

III. Food Safety Food Safety • Food Safety Program (will address in July 
BOH meeting)

IV. Illegal Drug Manufacturing 
& Storage Sites 

Safe 
Environments 

• Illegal Drug Lab Complaints

V. Smoking in Public Places Safe 
Environments 

• Smoking in Public Places Complaints 

Title 2: Health & Safety
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Title 2, Health & Safety: Code Changes
Divisions Proposed Changes Reason for Proposed Changes

I. General 
Sanitation

• No significant changes • N/A

II. Solid Waste • Updating definitions.

• Removing old code and adopting 
WAC 246-203-121, Disposal of 
Dead Animals by reference.

• Removing old code and adopting 
WAC 246-203-130, Domestic Animal 
Waste, by reference.

• Consistency with other RCW’s & 
WAC’s

• WAC 246-203-121 was updated 
4/09/2022. The recent updates make 
our current code redundant. 

• WAC 246-203-130 was updated 
10/16/2022. The recent updates 
make our current code redundant 
AND in conflict with WAC. 

III. Food Safety Food Safety (will present in July) • N/A
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Title 2, Health & Safety: Code Changes
Divisions Proposed Changes Reason for Proposed Changes

IV. Illegal Drug Manufacturing 
& Storage Sites 

• Deleting chapter on right 
of appeal (2.65).

• Revising right of appeal 
language.

• Relocating new appeals 
language to Ch. 2.60.050. 

• Ch. 2.65 was redundant to our 
right of appeals located under 
Title 1 and also omitted specific 
rights identified in RCW 64.44 
and WAC 246-205. 

• New code on appeals is in line 
with current RCW’s and WAC’s.

• New location of appeals 
language is better organized 
and easier to read.  

V. Smoking in Public Places • No significant changes • N/A 
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Title 3: Public Services 

What’s in Title 3 and Who Uses It? 

Chapters EH Section Program Areas 

Recreation Camping Facilities Safe Environments Complaints 

Mobile Home Parks Safe Environments Complaints 

Group Camp Regulations Safe Environments Group Camp Permitting & Inspections

Schools Safe Environments School Safety Inspections
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Title 3, Public Services: Code Changes

Chapters Proposed Changes Reason for Proposed Changes 

Recreation Camping Facilities • No significant changes • N/A

Mobile Home Parks • No significant changes • N/A 

Group Camp Regulations • Removing old code and 
adopting WAC 246-376, 
Camps by reference

• WAC 246-376 now covers everything that 
was previously called out in the chapter. 
It is redundant to repeat this.

Schools • No significant changes • N/A
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• No significant stakeholder outreach in phase 1.
• Phase 2 may include solid waste facilities, Snohomish County Public Works, 

group camp operators, Sherriff's office, etc.

Stakeholder Outreach 
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Code Changes Presentation Schedule

• Title 2, Health & Safety
• Title 3, Public Services 

June

• Title 2, Health & Safety
• Food Safety

• Title 4, Water
• Swimming Pools  
• Drinking Water

• Title 5, Wastewater 

• Title 1, General Provisions 

July August
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Questions?
Ragina Gray 
Environmental Health Division Director
425-339-8769
ragina.gray@co.snohomish.wa.us 
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