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Program Goal

To increase blood lead testing of children under the age of 6 years old 

and awareness of the risk of lead exposure in Snohomish County.







Adverse Health Effects of Lead

• Damage to the brain and 

nervous system

• Slowed growth and 

development:
–  Decreased muscle and bone 

growth

• Learning and behavior problems:
–  Learning disabilities and lower IQ

–  Attention deficit disorder

–  Underperformance in school

–  Speech and language impairment

• Other physical health effects:
–  Kidney damage

–  Anemia



Lead Hides 

Beyond Paint



The Opportunity to Know



Data
Case Ascertainment Ratio, Equity, & Disproportionate Effect of Lead Poisoning

BIPOC and low-income children are 
more disproportionally affected by 
lead poisoning.

Pediatrics (2017) 139 (5)  - American Academy of Pediatrics





How are we working to reach our goal?

Healthcare 

Systems
Direct Linkages 

to Services
Everett Smelter 

Site

Low-income 

Housing

Child Care 

Facilities



Prong 1: Direct Linkages to Services

•  Telephone Investigation

•  Home Visits

•  Plan of Care

•  Developmental and Nutritional Screenings

•  Education & Prevention

•  Healthcare Provider Liaison



Prong 2: Healthcare Systems

• Increase blood lead level testing

• Educational materials

• Provider toolkit

• Continuing education for providers



Prong 3: Everett Smelter Site

• Partner with 

Department of Ecology

• Educate families



Prong 4: Low-income Housing

• Ensuring housing policies include lead-safe 

practices

• Housing provider and resident education



Prong 5: Child Care Facilities

• Lead-safe child care spaces

• Parent education

• Childhood Lead Poisoning 

Prevention class

• Educational resources to 

child care providers, 

licensors, & families



Next Steps

• Continue to educate healthcare providers on when 

and how to test children for lead

• Recognize National Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Week (NLPPW), October 20-26, 2024

• Ongoing projects in every prong to increase 

awareness and education

• Development of Point-of-care Blood Lead Testing course 

to train volunteers and staff



Accomplishments

• Development of multiple resources and 

distributable materials
– Updated website including online toolkits for health care 

providers and early learning professionals

– Zine (or small magazine) brochures available in 13 different 

languages

•Collaboration with community partners

•Attendance at community events



Questions?

Email: leadprogram@co.snohomish.wa.us

mailto:leadprogram@co.snohomish.wa.us
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